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Coalition of the Realistic: Over 100 Countries Now Support 1.5 C / 350ppm Target

As negotiations enter final stage, a clear majority stands with latest science 
COPENHAGEN – Over 100 countries have now endorsed targets of 1.5 degrees, 350 ppm C02, or both. This “coalition of the realistic” is a clear majority of nations at the UN climate talks, especially compared to the only 46 countries that support a 2C temperature target. 

“A clear majority of nations at this conference have now come out in favor of a 350 target,” said Bill McKibben, founder of 350.org, the international campaign which has been building support around the world and inside the talks for a 350ppm target. “These 112 countries show great courage--the kind of courage that comes when you realize your back is genuinely against the wall.” 

In a press conference this morning, Prime Minister Apisai Ielemia of Tuvalu cited rich countries as putting immense pressure on island nations to back down from a 1.5 C / 350 ppm target. 

“There are some countries like Australia who have been trying to arrange a meeting with us to probably water down our position on 1.5 degrees celsius,” said Ielemia. “I heard from other small islands that Australia was trying to tell them if they agree to the 2 degrees limit, money would be on the table for adaptation process. That’s their choice to ac[image: image1.png]


cept the money and back down. But Tuvalu will not. As I said in my speech, 1.5 degrees celsius is our bottom line…”
Despite having all of their passes to the Bella Center removed, 350.org is working to support the island nations. “They’re facing enormous pressure from the big polluting nations to stop insisting on the science behind 350,” said Mr. McKibben. “But that’s nothing compared with the pressure of rising tides and battering storms and withering drought. They’ve realized their survival is at stake, and they’re doing a great service to the rest of the planet whose peril will follow just a few years behind.” 

The 350 ppm target draws a clear line between success and failure at the ongoing Copenhagen Climate Conference, and with just days left in the talks, the numbers point towards failure.  According to the number crunchers at Climate Interactive, instead of heading for the 350 ppm scientists now insist is the maximum for a live-able world, the proposals on the table will yield an atmosphere with 770 ppm C02 by 2100. 

“The atmosphere is sadly uninterested in rhetoric,” said Mr. McKibben. “That’s why it’s so important to have these 112 countries inject a strong dose of reality in to this process.”

###

For a complete list of countries endorsing the 350ppm / 1.5C target, please visit: 

http://www.350.org/media/350countries 

For more info on Climate Interactive and the C-Roads simulator, please visit: 

http://climateinteractive.org/scoreboard

For more info on 350.org, hi-res photos and video, and contact information, please visit: 

http://www.350.org/photos 

350.org is an international climate campaign working for a real deal that meets the latest science. According to many scientists, climate experts and progressive national governments, the level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere must[image: image2.png]‘Where will current COP-15 climate proposals lead?
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 be reduced from its current level of 389 ppm to 350 ppm in order to avoid the worst effects of climate change. 

350.org is a member of TckTckTck, a coalition of major environmental and anti-poverty organizations as well as faith, civic and youth networks campaign, named for the ticking-clock urgency of climate change: http://www.tcktcktck.org

