Climate Theatre 

for the Oct. 24 Global Day of Climate Action

www.350.org
For more information and resources:  www.350.org/faith and www.350.org/people/schools 
Sustainability Institute  (www.sustainer.org)

11-minute cartoon film at: www.wakeupfreakout.org.  

Suggestions for doing Climate Theatre

· As with all Oct. 24 events, the primary goal is to get media coverage.  Contact your local newspapers, TV and radio and tell them you’re going to have great visuals.  Tell them local residents are participating in a huge global day of thousands of climate events in over 100 countries.  
· Ask the following groups to help you with the Climate Theatre:
· Faith communities

· Local environmental groups and nonprofit nature centers
· Energy committee of the town

· High school environmental groups

· College environmental groups

· Local bicycling club

· Local theatre company & youth theatre groups

· Local CSAs - Community Supported Agriculture farmers
· Local “Green Jobs” activists – see:  www.greenforall.org 

· Ask elected officials to attend.  Tell them lots of people will be there.  If some media will be there, tell them this, too. They will likely want to say something at the event.  Ask them if they could announce their commitment to the goal of getting the earth’s atmosphere back down BELOW 350 parts per million of carbon dioxide (CO2) by 2100.  And will they make achieving that goal one of the top three priorities of the remainder of their time in office?

· Prepare your handout card – either a card people sign (see sample at www.pvclimate.org) or one with the 350.org web site.  At the event – at the end of the Climate Theatre piece -- all cast members pass out the cards to the audience.  Have pens for people to sign cards or sign up to be notified of when to make their calls on 350 to elected officials.

· You can also continue to pass out cards after the Oct. 24 event.  We want to keep building public support for 350 all the way through the Climate negotiations in Copenhagen in early December!

Cast of Characters:

Narrator

Species

Scientist(s)

Farmer(s) 

Energy Efficiency Technologies

Renewable Energy Technologies

Props:  

Essential Props Are:

· Costumes for Species (maple trees, Monarch butterflies, lobsters, etc.).  These can be simple paper drawings.  One group is doing hats!
· Carbon Dioxide Thermometer – 0 parts per million to 1,000 parts per million

· Fahrenheit Thermometer – 0 degrees to 200 degrees Fahrenheit
· Cards to hand out at the end of the theatre piece

Optional Props are any of the following, depending upon how many people are participating.  (You can recruit volunteers in advance OR at the event, invite people to pick up one and come forward to hold it up.)
· Wilted crops (held by farmers)

· Caulk gun and tube of caulk

· V-strip weatherstripping

· Bag of cellulose insulation

· Compact florescent light bulbs

· Cardboard cut-outs of TV, air conditioner, fridge, furnace, hot water heater, 

· Cardboard cut-outs of renewable energy technologies:  solar hot water panels, solar electricity panels, wind turbines (and, if you want more, geothermal ground-source heat pump, wave power, small hydro-power, concentrating solar power (parabolic trough collectors – see:   www1.eere.energy.gov/solar/csp.html)
· Cardboard cut-out of train, bus

· Bicycle

· Cardboard cut-out of coal plant, oil rig, oil spill

· Picture of mountaintop removal

· Shovels

· Anything people want to make/bring/become for the event!

Optional Add-ons to Climate Theatre:

· A church ringing 350 bells (or other faith community sounding something 350) during or at the end of the theatre, while people are writing on or taking a 350 card from a cast member.

· Do it inside as a seated performance.

· Ask children to dress up as the species.  Invite them to make their costumes.

· Ask children to bring their bicycles and ride them in a parade at the end of the theatre, to the Town Hall.

· Ask youth to present the Climate Theatre.

STEPS FOR ORGANIZING YOUR VERY OWN CLIMATE THEATRE EVENT!

1. Register your event.  Go to www.350.org
2. Organize a coordinating group of 3-9 people  (If you have more than nine people in the group, form sub-committees.  If a group gets too big, people aren’t as connected and don’t have as much opportunity to add their energy and creativity.)  See: www.350.org/9steps  
3. Secure a location.  Suggestions:  Town Common, farmers market, park where people hang out, school, church, community center, parking lot of a mall, nature center, local theatre, etc.  Police or town notification required for parades or large gatherings on public spaces.  
4. Invite people to attend.  See resources at: www.350.org/action-resources 
5. Consider needs for sound projection (narrator will need a mic if outdoors or in a big hall) and a stage

6. Secure a few, essential props (see list above).  Anything more is great, but just ensure that a few basics are covered.
7. 5-7 days ahead, send a Media Advisory to local newspaper -- a simple notice that you’re holding a public event with local residents.  Let them know there will be a theater piece acted out.  (They like events that result in interesting pictures.)
8. Do the Climate Theater as small or big as you want!  Feel free to revise and cut the script, as fits your need.  The key points are:

· Staying above 350 parts per million of CO2 will cause the collapse of civilization and ecosystems, loss of food and fresh water supplies, and turn tens of millions of people into refugees.
· We need our elected officials to pass laws, dedicate funding and require changes in the energy industry and energy technologies so that we can get the planet back down to no more than 350 ppm as quickly as possible.

· We, the citizens, must contact our elected officials to urge them to act more strongly and quickly than they have – to make 350 ppm the policy goal and the yardstick for progress towards recovering a stable, sustainable climate.

For more information on the science, contact Tina Clarke:  tina@350.org, 413-863-5253.  (See also:  http://www.realclimate.org/index.php/archives/2007/05/start-here/)
For help on theatrical questions, contact Fran Bogle, fbog@aol.com. 
