CLIMATE THEATRE                           

[Please share your feedback!  Email Tina@350.org (tinaclarke2@comcast.net), or call: 413-863-5253 anytime 8-8 Eastern Time.  Many thanks to The Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas for her excellent writing and editing.  Thanks to the Sustainability Institute summary science (www.sustainer.org).]

Once upon a time there was a beautiful planet, covered with trees and flowers -- animals, birds, and insects -- reptiles, amphibians, and living things of amazing diversity!  

And in a place called Massachusetts there were maple trees 

· Maple trees rustle their leaves

And there were beautiful Monarch butterflies flying in the fields

· Monarch butterfly flies around

And the coasts were filled with lobsters, fish and sea creatures.

· Lobster walks or crawls past and waves claws

There were people, too, a very interesting, complex, creative species that was always getting itself into trouble.

· Some people near the front turn to the crowd and wave, bow, and smile.

These people were very inventive.  They were always creating new tools to make life easier.  Some of their inventions were clever, but some were not very wise.

People discovered that they could take coal, gas, oil and other dirty fuels out of the ground and burn them.   

They built power plants that burned a lot of coal.

· Person pulls up, or walks by holding, a drawing or cardboard cutout of power plant with plume of smoke. 

They built cars that burned a lot of gas.

· Person pulls up, or walks by holding, a drawing or cardboard cutout of a car trailing smoke.  (Or, someone pantomime driving a car)
The air got dirty and the air was filling up with carbon dioxide. 

Scientists said, “Burning coal, oil and gas puts a LOT of climate-changing gases in the atmosphere.  Coal power plants make a lot of carbon dioxide.  So does burning oil in buildings, trucks and cars.  Animal feedlots make a lot of methane. Cutting down trees adds carbon dioxide.  The planet is starting to warm.”
· Maple trees, butterflies, monarchs and people all sway or tip a bit – getting wobbly and a little sleepy or wilty.

Before the Age of Machines, the world had the right amount of carbon dioxide in the air to keep all living things growing.  Now the scientists said, “We’re putting too much carbon dioxide into the atmosphere and the world is getting too hot and we’re changing the climate.”  
· Person holds up THE GRAPH (see document entitled THE GRAPH, which shows CO2 levels in the atmosphere over the past 60,000 years).  Write on THE GRAPH the word THEN with an arrow pointing to 280 ppm CO2 around the year 1850, and word NOW with an arrow pointing near the top of the curve.  Be sure people will be able to see the horizontal red line and “350 parts per million” in big red numbers.
· You may also want to use the “10,000 years of human civilization” graph, which shows the temperature fluctuating only about 1 degree Celsius (1.8 degrees Fahrenheit) for the entire 10,000 years of human recorded civilization.  
· As either or both of these graphs come out, the Scientists point to THE GRAPH and look worried, put hands on their cheeks, shake heads, etc.

And the scientists said, “If humans keep burning coal, gas, and oil, and cutting down so many trees, we’ll have more storms and drought and floods and sea level rise.  The temperature of the earth will go up and up and up and up. Lots of things will die if we don’t stop.”
· Maple trees, butterflies, lobsters start shaking with fear.

Then, in 2008 the scientists came back and said:  
[Scientist speaks]: “We didn’t understand.  It’s later than we thought.  Civilization is at risk.”  
The scientists explained:  “For the past 10,000 years – the whole of human history -- carbon dioxide in the air has been down here, below 280 parts per million6. 

· Scientst points to the word THEN.

The longer we stay above 350, the greater the risk of runaway warming.

· Scientst points to the word NOW
[ALTERNATIVE IF YOU DON’T HAVE THE GRAPH:  Narrator says, “Scientists said, “If we don’t take strong action RIGHT NOW we will get runaway global warming.  They told the people to stop burning coal and cut back on the other dirty fuels so that the earth can get carbon dioxide back down BELOW 350 parts per million.”   (You can say this and eliminate everything between the parallel lines.)]

Scientists said that we are now dangerously close to the tipping point for the world's climate4.  This is the point of no return.  If we don’t act quickly, we’ll get RUNAWAY global warming.  If we stay above 350, we will be unable to stop truly catastrophic changes.5”
· Maple trees, butterflies, lobsters start looking very worried

If we pass the tipping point, global temperatures could rise by as much as 12 degrees Fahrenheit (MIT). 
If this happens, the natural world will suffer a mass extinction event.  We will lose most of  the plants and animals on our beautiful planet.35
· Maple trees, butterflies, lobsters start jumping up and down, waving their arms in warning!
[Scientist speaks]: Our situation is urgent!  Time is short!  We must act NOW!
So, what will the people do?  If the humans ignore the scientists, what will happen?

· Someone shoos away the Scientist(s), who shuffle to the side, ignored.

The species we love – Maple Trees, Monarchs and Lobsters – will suffer.  [Note: For other species that are at risk in different regions, go to: www.irreplaceablewild.org/learn/map.html.] 

· Maple trees, Monarch butterflies and lobsters wilt and fall over.

People will get thirsty, because it may be hard to find clean water to drink36.  People will get hungry, because crops will fail.37  

Forests will burn38.  Deserts will spread
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39.  Sea levels will rise, flooding people’s homes and cities.  

People will suffer and become ill.  Many millions of people will have to move40. 

If we don’t take action, things will get very bad for humans and many of the creatures we love.
So what should the people do? They have to decide whether to change, or to ignore the warning.  

· A kid or young adult steps forward, takes the hand of a lobster or maple tree, and says:  
“Wait!  Stop!  Don’t let this happen!   We can’t let the creatures and people suffer!  You adults can stop this!  We kids can help!  We can do this together!
· An adult or scientist steps forward, and says:

“The kid is right.  We can take a different path.  We can change our machines, our buildings, and how we make energy.  We have the answers, we just need to help each other do them.”
Narrator:  Okay, let’s take a vote:  How many people in this play and in the audience want to save the climate, save the creatures, and save the people from catastrophe?  

· Everyone in the cast raises their hands, or both hands.

Okay, that looks about everyone.  So, how are we going to do this?
· An adult from the cast steps forward and says:  We need to change our whole society.

Okay, let’s do it!  Everyone – go to your phone!

· Everybody in the cast puts a hand to their ear as if talking on a phone.

Let’s take out our phones and call Congress.  We’ll call our Senators.  We’ll call our represenatives.  We’ll call the President.  We’ll call our state legislators.
We are the voters and we want the efficiency revolution, to reduce our need for energy! 

We are the voters and we want our tax dollars to go to safe, clean energy, not to dirty, polluting fuels.

We are the voters and we want our elected officials to get carbon dioxide back down BELOW 350 parts per million, the safe upper limit.

· Someone runs by with sign that reads “350”

Now is the time.  The United States must act this fall and commit to below 350!  

How will we get there?    

The U.S. can switch to energy-efficient lighting.

· Someone runs by holding a CFL aloft.

We can build wind turbines. 

· Someone runs out carrying cardboard cut-out of a wind turbine.

We can put solar panels on our rooftops and make electricity.  

· Someone runs out carrying a cardboard cut-out of solar panels over their head.  

We can put solar hot water panels on our rooftops and make hot water.

· Someone runs out carrying a cardboard cut-out of solar panels over their head.

We can insulate our buildings to make them warmer in winter and cooler in summer.

· Someone runs out carrying a clear plastic bag of cellulose insulation.

We can seal the air leaks in our homes and reduce our heating and cooling bills.

· Someone runs out carrying a caulk gun with a tube of caulk in it, with some loops of V-strip looped like a lasso over their shoulder.

We can shut down coal plants with high-efficiency EVERYTHING, and make all the electricity we need more cheaply by using the power of the wind and the sun.

Let’s get the level of carbon in the air back down to 350 parts per million.  

· At this point, all the creatures/species start to revive – stand up, look perky again.

Let’s stop the suffering and celebrate life.  Let’s make the switch to high efficiency technologies and to safe, clean, renewable sources of energy.  

Our children and grandchildren are counting on us.

All the creatures of the earth and all the beautiful places we love depend on us.

People around the world will live or die because of us.

Dirty energy companies spent $708 billion so far in 2009 to lobby to keep us dependent upon dirty power.  But the only path to global safety is energy efficient technologies and safe, clean, renewable energy.  

It’s up to us to make our democracy work.  It’s up to us to call for 350 NOW, before it’s too late. 

Who will help?  Raise your hand.  Raise your phone.
Will you call your elected officials and tell them we need efficiency and safe, clean, renewable energy to get carbon dioxide back down below 350 parts per million?

Raise your hand if you are willing to make a phone call to get us back on track.

Raise your hand if you are willing to sign a postcard to get us back on track.

Let’s do it.  Let’s save the world we love so much.

This is an amazing moment. Preventing runaway global warming is the single most important task in all of human history.   And it is up to us now.  We’re the people who are living at this critical time – the years between 2009 and 2012.
Those who came before us didn't know about this problem.  Those who come after us will have little power to stop it, because by then it will be too late to stop runaway warming.  

The fate of human civilization depends on what WE decide to do right NOW.

There is still time if we act quickly and with conviction.  

· Cast members now move into the audience and start passing out cards that people can sign and give their email.  
Together we can do what none of us can do alone.  Take one of the cards that are coming around and sign it!  

Together we can call on our elected officials to act quickly and take strong action to save our planet. 

Together we can urge our corporate and political leaders to set us on a path to stabilize carbon dioxide at 350 parts per million.  

Thank you for caring.  Thank you for doing your part in our democracy.  Thank you for helping turn around the climate crisis before it becomes a catastrophe.  

We are a part of the biggest worldwide mobilization that the world has ever known. Together we can protect the health and well-being of our earth, and its people, and future generations.

[Optional Song – e.g. Rev. Fred Small’s anthem] 

~ ~ ~ 
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